[Assessment of the reparative capacity of the small intestine in celiac disease in children according to the DNA and RNA contents in enterocyte nuclei].
In 44 children suffering from celiac disease, cytophotometry was used to measure the content of DNA and RNA in enterocyte nuclei in the jejunum mucosa. The measurements were made after the diagnosis was established, 6-8 months and 1-1.5 years after administration of the agliadin diet. In celiac disease children, there was an increase of the content of DNA and RNA in enterocyte nuclei of the intestinal villi and cryptae and lack of gradient in the distribution of the amount of nucleic acids along the length of the villi, which characterized the hyper-regeneration type of small intestinal mucosa atrophy. The recovery of the crypta/villus gradient accompanied by the normalization of the content of nucleic acids, comparable with the analogous indicators of the unchanged mucosa of the small intestine, allows regarding the measurements of the content of DNA and RNA in the nuclei as an index of reparative capacity of enterocytes in children afflicted with celiac disease.